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by no means willing to part with his treasure" and finally he bonded it
through to Canada where no difficulties occurred. There was an added
insult because the New York paper described Rutherford as a Professor
of Physics at McGill University, Toronto, which is much like saying
that the Cavendish Laboratory is in Oxford.
By this time, Rutherford had become, as it were, the clearing house
for all discoveries in radioactivity and letters reached him from professors
and research students from many parts of the world- He influenced
their work and his mind reacted to their discoveries and ideas- For this
reason an adequate account of Rutherford must include some letters
written to him as well as those by him.
Prof. B> B. Boltwood of Yjile wrote many letters of the greatest
interest to Rutherford. Some day these should all be printed in full,
with Rutherford's replies. All that can now be done is to give a few
short extracts from them:
BOLTWOOD TO RUTHERFORD
ii May 1904. You will perhaps recall meeting me when you were here
in New Haven and talking over the question of the determination of the
relative proportions of uranium and radium in natural minerals, a subject
on which I was at that time working. Within the last ten days I have
succeeded in obtaining a series of results which seems to throw con-
siderable light on that question and leads to conclusions which seem to
me of very great importance.
He was m fact finding, with six different minerals from various countries,
that die ratio of uranium to radium was the same (about three million
to one). He expressed high hopes of growing radium from uranium,
but like Soddy he was disappointed, because it was later found that
there Was an intermediate product of a fairly long life.
8 Aug. 1904. The receipt of your letter of June 20 afforded me very great
pleasure and I was very glad to learn that you found the results obtained
with the uranium mineral interesting... .The thing which started me on
this matter was something you said while in my laboratory about the
;: tery possible interrelaticnship between all the different radioactive